Issue 24: Brisbane wins, and a nation celebrates! 





The Australian Fans' Perspective 


Jeff's XI as a curtain-raiser? 

















: i i 7 
2 gi ee. os ie: far 


= 


- * ss ef. Vr 
-e 4 





Lia: hs 
pe tl oe ee 


| Be : ky T 
Se hea ve cag ace ee 
2 Se 





2¢€ 
% 4 


ee : ba | 






= ' ———— = 
aa HYUN 
—_. = — 





Even Terry thinks it's funny! 
Plus - Perth DID win something! 


Plus - Violence: Something can be done 


Plus - Autographed programmes to be won 
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Get serious, PLEASE! 


Violence has always been a cancer on the sport of soccer, both on and off the field, and 
Australian authorities have never been able to claim that all is well in the game here, but 
now that their consciences have been pricked by the appalling incidents at South 
Melbourne and Parramatta during the finals series, it is surely time for a serious review of 
the way soccer is policed in this country. 

For years there has been an element ready to box on with rival supporters - many of 
them unwilling to take if much further than a few punches, more a territorial statement than 
an attempt to kill or maim - but the latest outbreak of violence has brought some different 
strains which need to be completely extinguished if the game is not to suffer its darkest 
ever penod. ‘Yep, it is that serious. 

Ethnic violence Is endemic in the sport, at all levels, to an extent that it will probably 
never be totally eradicated from the game. Bult it is imperative the governing body ensures 
that it is not present in the national league. To that end, David Hill's swift response to the 
trouble at Parramatta - by calling a press conference the following day and suggesting the 
guilty clubs would be expelled - was admirable. While there were the inevitable calls of 
"knegjerk", Hill got the required response from Sydney United at least. South Melbourne's 
administrators were too busy assuring the outside world they didn't have much of a 
problem, but that's dealt with elsewhere within these pages. 


lvan Simic could hardly contain his rage at what he called "wrivally pure racism" fram 
SocAus, but |van was better off keeping his club's thoughts private and concentrating on 
how the hell they were going to convince SocAus they haven't been negligent in their 
attitude towards hooliganism, The board of Sydney United have known for some time ihat 
they have an unsavoury element amongst their supporters - Simic was told this himself by 
SU a couple of months ago - but they have done little to bring their ‘supporters’ into line 
with modern socially acceptable standards. 

The clubs are not alone in the area of negligence. What about the many high-profile 
names to urge ALL the authorities to come down on the thugs and their clubs like a ton of 
bricks. Rather than drag out those tired choruses of ",, well, change fakes time and the 
clubs are trying...", perhaps they could actually help the authorities with their investigations 
by urging the clubs to come clean. Brushing this sort of stuff under the carpet in the past is 
what has brought us to this current despicable state. 


But there may be hope. Many supporters are so fed up with the administrative cover- 
ups that they are going above their heads, sending letters of complaint to the national body 
in an effort to inform the authorities of the mismanagement prevalent at some clubs. 
lt seems more and more fans are ready to rebel, by demanding the heads of administrators 
unfit to hold office at their clubs, This is an encouraging sign. 


But we are still left with the vexing problem of how to contain hooliganism at matches. 
Unlike many of the journos and pundits, SU readers haven't been short on suggestions. 
Quite a few are similar to measures taken by UEFA following the Heysel disaster in 1985. 
That may sound extreme, but it is quite obvious which matches are going fo attract trouble, 
so why not be prepared? Yes, it may cost more to watch a ‘high risk’ match, but that is the 
price supporters all over the world have paid for the hooligan problem, but we digress. 
More on that over the page. 


One final piece of advice to SacAus. Don't rush this investigation. To proceed with a 
rushed hearing will only lead to an appeal which will give the clubs more time to collect 
fresh evidence. Let's make sure everyone has their say at the first attempt. 


This is not one man's view. This is a view framed from dozens of phone calls, 
faxes and letters fo SU over the past few weeks. 
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It's time to be honest - and pro-active 
! fF Perhaps it was too good to be true. An exciting finals senes and the prospect of Brisbane 
hosting its first grand final in front of a record crowd fiad us believing that the world game 
was at last making progress. Instead of looking forward to the big game and reflecting on an 
entertaining season, our thoughts tumed once again to crowd violence and the possible 
expulsion of two clubs from the A-League. 

Thanks to the louts who assaulted police after the preliminary final (not to mention the 
brawling at the Sydney Utd - Marconi game, the vandalism in Clarendon St and the attack 
on the Adelaide City bus) the game's image has taken another battering. The saddest thing 
is that violence involving certain clubs has become predictable in its frequency. 

The tenseness of the first leg of the Knights/Lakers semi-final saw the usual assortment of 
pyrotechnics and fisticuffs flying around. Predictably the retum leg saw a resumption of 
hositilies, with the extent of the trouble contained only by a distinct lack of Croatian numbers, 
no doubt due to a combination of the persistent rain and a 1-4 deficit from the first leg. 


Mos! media attention focused on the violence in nearby Clarendon Street after the game. 
One Lakers fan, driving from the stadium, saw a large group of louts board a tram heading 
forthe CBD, Driving behind the tram, he witnessed several windows being broken before 
the hooligans were all thrown off several stops later at the comer of Park St. Grabbing as 
many garbage cans as possible (conveniently situated on the main street) they proceeded 
to smash several shoptronts. When he saw that they were running out of targets, our 
anonymous fan decided to drive off before becoming their next victim. 

What went largely unreported were the incidents that occurred inside the stagium. 

A distress flare was fired by Knights fans (an acknowledgement perhaps that the Knights 
were in deep shit on the field), the type that his killed fans in Wales, Portugal and Greece in 
recent years. Thankfully, it was fired into the night sky and not at the crowded terraces or 
main stand, 

Lakers fans traditionally move en masse at half-time towards the goal their team is 
attacking. On this occasion it meant that in the second half they stood uneasily side-by-side 
with the Knights fans, with the hopelessly outnumbered police nervously watching close by. 
Only insults, not punches, were thrown during the match but as the game ended several 
Lakers fans headed for the exit behind the terrace to prevent the Knights fans from leaving. 
An uneasy stalemate developed before the police Cleared a path. 


Atihe 1995 soccer summit in Melboume, one keynote speaker spoke at length about the 
game's poor image. He explained that all sports penodically have to cope with adverse 
media allention, howevei, organisalions such as (he AFL and FIFA have developed 
strategies lo cope with) bad publicity to ensure that problems are dealt with firmly so that their 
response turns.a public relations disaster inte a positive. Compare this altitude to the 
response of George Vaslopoulos and Ivan Simic to crowd vielence in Meibourne and 
Sydney dining the finals 


But clubs can'l have thew souviaki and eat loo, They whinge and resisi atiempts by 
SocAus to de-politicise soccer (hen Complain that the louts ar costing the club money, Put 
simply, do clubs want to embrace all Australians and marginalise the hooligans or do they 
want to cling to their ethnicity and nationalistic symbols? Any club that clings to the support 
of one ethnic group will aulomatically become a focal point for agitators wanting to highlight 
their political point; whether the clubs like it or not. Some clubs are so indebted to certain 
ethnic groups they probably couldn't change even if they wanted to. 


So what's the solution? 

Policing should be stepped up, in particular police intelligence relating to soccer. 

The police seem to lack an understanding of the political allegiances of A-League clubs, and 
even alliances with state leaque clubs. Ultimately, as David Hill pointed out, this behaviour is 
politically motivated and should be treated as a threat to public order. It might seem drastic, 
but could such behaviour fall under the jurisdiction of ASIO or the Federal Police? It might 
be like smashing an avocado with a sledgehammer but if the problem is beyond the 
resources of the local constabulary then forces who can infiltrate the croups concemed need 
to be consulted. 

Most A-League venues are also poorly segregated. Somers St only has one main 
entrance/exit ensuring that rival fans cross paths getting in and out of the ground. BJS on 
the other hand has three exits but only one entrance! 

Body seraches are conducted on fans but one eagle-eyed Lakers tan noticed that only men 
are searched at the BJS due to a lack of female secunty staff at games. Yeo, you quessed | 
it, the gif(friend)s are now taking the flares in. | 

And you'd be surprised who knows who they are.... | 





When the dust settles and the right (or wrong) people have been blamed, it will be time 
for Soccer Australia and the state federations to sit down and hammer out a set of 
recommendations to ensure future incidents are kept to a minimum, and those that do arse 
can be kept under control. 

Australian soccer authorities - as well as security authorities - must now accept that the | 
game has a serious problem and it would be wise for SocAus to consult with European 
(particularly Dutch and English) authorities for some advice. Their experience, if not | 
expertise, would be invaluable in the fight against the violent minority. It took Europe many 
years to finally admit they had a serious problem, and it wasn't until 1985 - after the Heysel 
disaster - that UEFA finally decided to upgrade their regulations, and most importantly, 
introduce the concept of a ‘high risk’ match. 


UEFA defined such a game as one which contained one or more elements such as- 
- All club finals and semi finals 
- Matches involving a leam or teams with a bad recerd for hoaligan fans 
- When visiting teams exceed 10% of stadium capacity 
- When a match is likely fo attract a high number of emigran! workers from the country of 
the visiting team etc... 


When such a match is scheduled, the clubs involved must fect the bill to pay for the 
required measures to be met. Points deductions can aiso huri, oul sooner or laier ciubs will 
get sick and tired of paying money and they will have to make a genuine attempt to prevent 
provocative behaviour by their fans. 

The document released by UEFA in 1985 stili makes fascinating reading, and aithough 
some of the measures are unrealistic (few matches in Australia are sold out) a couple are 
worth reproducing here. 


— The ticket distribution shall provide for an optimal separation of the fans in the 
stadium. For this purpose it will be necessary to reserve a sector in the stadium to ithe 
supporters of the visiting team and to publicise tne fact tnat the supporters concemea 
ought fo buy tickets for this sector only. /f there are tickets for sale on the day of the 
match, special arrangements will have to be made as to preserve the segregation of 
the supporters in the stadium, Supporters situated in the wrong sector amid opposing 
fans to be moved to the correct sector or else expelled from the stadium. 


This is common-sense, but clearly does not happen in Australia. 


— Possibly plain-clothes policemen oistnbuted among the spectafors (recommendation). 

— A special troop of the police forces must be present from an early stage until well ailer 
the match ready to intervene immediately in the sector(s) concemed of the stadium in 
case of incidents. 

— Appointment of a liaison officer by each club and/or associaiion to co-ordinate ihe 
secunty measures with each other and with the public authonbes and to survey the 
observation of these measures. 

— Effective public address system to be in function in the stacium before and dunng the 
game. Foreign leams must include in their delegation a speaker fo make announcements 
to their supporters, if necessary. 

— Designation of a locality where confiscated objects can be kept and reciaimed after the 
match (recommendation). 


And in the case of travelling teams 
- All efforts must be applied, in co-operation with the public authonties, organised 
supporters’ clubs and travel agencies, to inhibit potential trouble makers from leaving to 
attend the match. 


Extreme? Not any more. Expensive? Certainly. But as we said last month, someone is 


going to get seriously hurt unless extreme measures are taken. Remember, these 
measures would only be used at designated high nsk' matches. That way, the clubs have 
their financial futures in their own hands. Well, the hands of their supporters anyway... 


And the punishments? 


We'll ignore the usual public outcry after such events and the reaular calls for public 


| = . = 
It's time for some resignations 
Do clubs have the will or the leadership to defeat the hooligan problem? 

You can be certain that the louts who nearly blinded Angelo Costanzo were the same 
people who damaged shopfronts in Clarendon Street and forced other Lakers fans to endure 
countless inconveniences and threats on the bus to the preliminary final in Sydney. Yel no fan 
has been charged for any incident. The cosy relationships within clubs allows the louts to 
operate while club officials turn a blind eye, but there is evidence that there ts genuine anger 
from other Souths fan over the situation. 

There was a time when older fans would clip the errant teenagers around the earhole. 

Not any more. We've seen a few elderly fans try to have a quiet word to the young louts but 
they are usually abused for their troubles. Most Greek fans on talkback radio were livid at how 
a smail group is bleeding the club financially, on top of displaying their general disrespect for all 
fellow Souths fans, not just opposition supporters. At Olympic Park prior to the Ad City final, the 
club distributed leaflets detailing the fines imposed by SocAus following recent events, but 
some boneheads still Irt a flare!! 

The bus trip to Sydney is well documented elsewhere in this issue but it is worth noting thai 
some Souths fans have well and truly had enough. When one traveller produced TWO 
Serbian flags from his luggage he was told in no uncertain terms by some fellow travellers that 
he had all the ‘back-up’ he wanted unless he displayed the flags. One up for common-sense. 

Perhaps one positive to come out of this is that it will force clubs to admit (as George 
Vasilopoulos did) that the thugs are holding the club to ransom. The Lakers are in a precanous 
fiscal position and the regular fines they are collecting for flares and other miscellaneous 
misbehaviour is pushing the club further into the red, 





floggings or the re-introduction of national service. Firstly, these hooligan wannabes should 
be treated as just that - louts who have committed violent cnminal acts that could see them 
end up in jail - not highspirited fans. If any citizen threw rocks at a passing bus, shattered 
window shopfronts or assaulted police officers they would be facing senous consequences. 
So why Is it that soccer fans can do all of the above, put on a club scarf and generally 
escape punishment? 

As for the clubs, SocAus should continue to fine the clubs. Most A-League clubs aren't so 
flush with cash that they can ignore regular fines. If the fines aren't paid, there can always 
be points deductions, and eventually, expulsion. In the meantime, the fines will force the 
clubs to sort oul their own crowd or go bust. 


Unfortunately there are a few people who hold senior positions at South Meloourne who are 
not serious about eradicating the hooligan element from the club. Check out this crap from 
General Manager Peter Filopoulos following the Ad City game at Olympic Park. 

"Our position is that we hope that the smail minority of supporters have leamt their lesson 
and won't harm the club in the same way in the future”. 

Yep, he was referring to the idiots who smashed up Clarendon St after the 2nd leg 
preliminary sem+Hfinal against the Melbourne Knights. 

"We know who they are. It's a small group of idiots. We're having their names published 
intemally for the real supporters to know who has ruined the club's name". "We're continuing to 
ask the real supporters to come forward with information because we want these people 

_ Charged and convicted." 

As George Vasilopoulos told Ray Galt: "/t was the same element responsible for what 
happened later (outside the ground)." “It is very upsetting, because they are just kids. Most of 
them are behyeen 15 and 18, but they are being led by others." “! don't think the clu= can cdo 
anything about it." 

Bullshit, George. It's obvious you know who they are. It's time to tell the police 





Hewson? We have a probiem... 
While Ivan Simic has predictably defended his club to the hilt, the silence from the other 
high-profile dude at Edensor Park has been deafening. Dr John Hewson - with ail his 
political nous - should have been al the forefront. After the GST public relations disaster a 
few years back you'd have thought Hewson would have been clued up on the art of damage 
control, Then again, they lost the unlosabie election. 


The nonchalant attitude at BUS seems to extend to the playing side as well. Coach Angie 
Postecoglou, speaking during the week leading up to the preliminary final at Parramatta, 
offered this: "Af this stage we don't know if there's a rugby league match on the day (before the 
match) but even if there is, we'd like to go there just to get a feel of the place’. 

Excuse me, but does that mean nobody bothered to ring Parramatta to find out? If so, i's 
just another insult to the fans, nol to mention the players. 

And we couldn't finish without adding this one. There really must be something in the ouzo 
at South Melbourne. SM president George Vasilopoulos offered this: 

"You mark my words, he (Angie Postecoglou) will become the first horne-grown national 
coach of Australia and he can take Australia to levels that the likes of Terry Venables cannot 
hope to achieve". 

Boy, we can hardly waf.... 


And the final word is with the fans._ 

.. who have voted with (heir feet during the finals, with most atlendances down on the 
corresponding finals last year. The attendance of just over 8000 at the Preliminary Final is 
final proof that the sc-called ethnic clubs are alienating more fans than they are attracting. 


* a Ee es 


— 








DAWN OF A NEW AGE - From Anthony Fensom 


The future of Australian football has arrived - and it's popular, successful, and mulli-ethnic. 
May 25, 1997, saw the Brisbane Strikers break two records: the first being the inaugural 
national soccer championship for a Queensland ciub, and the second, and most important, the 
largest crowd for a national leaque grand final, of some 40,446 paying customers. 

oinkers player/coach Frank Farina summed up the importance of the 2-0 victory over 
sydney United: "This will do more for the game here and throughout the country than anything 
/ could have dreamed of achieving. This vall show the Australian sporting public what a great 
game we have and it will show there ts a place for us in the big piciure”. 

The Strikers won the right to host their first national league grand final after a 2-2 aggregate 
score against minor premiers Sydney United. The first leg of the tie in Brisbane saw a record 
14,666 supporiers witness a 1-0 victory, courtesy of a superbly crafted Sean Cranney goal. 
Following the match, United coach Branko Culina decided to boost Brisbane's motivation 

with a number of disparaging remarks about Brisbane's veteran players. According to Culina, 
United were going to run the "Dad's Army" Stnkers all over Parramatia Stadium in the return 
leg. United's fitter Socceroo representatives indeed were the tip of most experts to overcome 
the deficit and win the hosting rights. Yet as the saying goes, the ball is round in football and 
strange things can nappen. United blitzed the Stnkers in the first half at Parramatta before a 
disappointing crowd of 7,727. with goals from Jason Culina and Kresimir Marusic. Culina 
indeed was unlucky not to net a double as he piaced his second shot a few feet wide of Clint 
Bolton's far post. At half-time the Strikers appeared to be out of the tie, especially following 
confirmation that Farina would not be playing. 


The Stnkers ran out at half-time in a more determined frame of mind and began to camp In 
the United third of the pitch. With Marusic in the dressing room and Robert Enes suffering the 
effects of an asihma attack, the Strikers gained the ascendancy. Sean Cranney finaily got 
behind the Sydney defence and it was Wayne Knipe who scored the vital away goal, The 
Strikers managed to survive the last 13 minutes of the match to ensure a grand final berth. 

The victory gave real fooibali a place on the front page of local daily The Couner-Mail with 
some 200 flag-waving supporters at Bnsbane airport to welcome home the victonous 
Queenslanders. They had lost the match, but won the tie. With ticket prices at only $20 for 
reserved grandstand, $15 for general grandstand and $10 for the outer, some 5,000 tickets for 
the grand final were sold on the first day alone. Brisbane, for many years a bastion of the oval- 
ball codes, was rapidly being converted to the World Game. 

Following the histonc grand final berth come the announcement from the Stnkers that they 
were considering listing on the Stock Exchange. At the press conference to announce the 
proposition, Frank Farina confirmed that he had re-signed with the club until 1959. SccAus 
chairman David Hill gave his Support to the propsed listing: 

"| think broadening the capital base is a good thing, The level of professionalism in Australia 
is going lo increase and ihe Gemang on Cubs ts ai50 Hound (6 Wicrease, $0 Gisoane wil 
certainly have our 100 percent suppon" 

The Strikers would be joining other great fectball clubs in the world who currently are fisted, 
including Manchesier Untied, and Giasgow Ceilic, Tie Biisbane Broncos simmariy are listed on 
the ASX under the auise of Pacific Sports Entertainment. a company which also controls the 
Brisbane Bullets and Bancits cluts. 

Aiter operating “on a knife edge” (Sirikers chairman ian Brusasco) for a number of years, 
the sharemarket listing would give the Strikers the capital necessary for continued expansion, 
improved marketing and player budgets. With the entry of the ich Carton club in the MSL in 
1997/98, and continued success of Perth Glory, the national leaque 5 rapidly approaching 
professionalism. Professionalism necessitates money, whether through spansorships, 
merchandising, or gate taxings. It cannot be acheived through relying upon a few thousand 
die-hard supporters. 


After a week of strong media interest in Brisbane, at last {he big day arrived. After 
experiencing a cloudy, rainy day on the Saturday, Sunday dawned clear and sunny. Il was as if 
the day had been destined by a higher authority to be Brisbane's day. According to media 
reports, some 30,000 tickets had been pre-sold by Saturday - already ensuring that the match 
would be the biggest in Queensland soccer history. Yet by half-lime the gales were closed as 
some 40,446 patrons packed into Suncorp to witness the greatest day in the history of the 20 
year old national league. 


Following the incident at Parramatta Stadium the previous week, the pressure was on the 
United supporters to prove that they had been harshly judged by the administration. For the 
large part, the United supporters were well behaved, with the police escorting a couple of 
excitable fans away to the jeers of the Brisbane supporters. 

The match began with an explosive start from the Strikers, with midfielder Chay Hews, not 
normally a first-team player, giving Zjelko Kalac a wake-up call with a scorching long-range 
blast into the Spiderman's top right corner. Kalac saved the shot and of the two teams, the 
Strikers were the quickest to settle on a pitch that had been badly damaged by a rugby leaque 
game played the previous day. At half-time neither side had opened their account, United's 
best chance coming from a shot from Milicie which missed Bolton's far post by half a metre. 


The Strikers though yet again came out strongly in the second half, Two minutes after the 
re-start it was Brisbane who got the all-important goal. Chay Hews, picked out by the watching 
Terry Venables as one of the best players on the park, crossed the ball into the penalty area. 
Somehow the ball went through the legs of United skipper Mark Babic and rolled to Farina at 
the far post. Farina of course does not miss those sort of chances and it was Brisbane who 
had the lead to the overwhelming joy of the parochial Queensland crowd. Branko Culina tned 
io rejuvenate his side, injecting Mark Rudan into the back-line and reverting to man-to-man 
rnarking, but the gamble badly backfired when the Strikers had three players against one and it 
was Sean Cranney who provided the pass for Rod Brown to slot home. Although there was still 
21 minutes left on the clock, the two goal margin proved insurmountable for United, who 
despite a scorching volley from Aytec Genc, had few attempts at the Brisbane goal. Every 
United high ball into the box seemed to stick to Clint Bolton's gloves like superglue, Marusic 
was marked out of the gare by Glen Gwynne with Alan Hunter also superbly marshalling the 
Brisbane defence in his last game for the Strikers. 


The result gave soccer front-page coverage in the The Ausiralian and The Couner-Mail. 
The Australian had the heading: "Soccer scores one for ethnic harmony", with the Couner- 
Mail's being: “Frank's fairytale comes true". With the prospect of a further capital injection from 
the proposed ASX listing, and undoubted increased sponsorship and media coverage for the 
next season, the future is bright for the Strikers. The future is indeed bright for the game in this 
football backwater, as Queensland has demonstrated that the round ball game is indeed 
capable of gaining the interest of the whole community, in a multi-ethnic, harmonious manner. 

The future for United however looked less promising with the prospect of most of the grand 
final team leaving the club, including possibly the coach who had brought them to the pinnacle 
of Australian football. In years to come, football enthusiasts will no doubt look back upon the 
Strikers’ first grand final victory as not just a historic day for Queensland sport (akin to winning 
the Sheffield Sheild for the first time), but also the beginning of a new age for the World Game 
in Australia. On a day in which the $300 million News Limited owned Super League could only 
attract 14,167 patrons to watch the Brisbane Broncos entertain the North Queensland 
Cowboys, the Strikers had to close the gates on thousands of fans at Suncorp Stadium. 

The club whose players were deemed unworthy of representing their country had 
outclassed a team filled with Socceroos, in front of the national coach. With Bosbane's younger 
brigade maturing rapidly, it will be hard to find a bockmaker willing to offer €6-1 odds ona 
Strikers championship in 1997/98, as was the price at the beginning of the 1996/57 seasai), 





1996/97 Ericsson Cup Finals Series 


1st Elimination Final - 1st lez - Sunday, April 27 - 6:00pm (at Knights Park’ 
Melbourne Knights 1 A Cervinski 82 
South Melbourne 4 Curcija 46, Coveny 53, Panopoulos 60pen, Trimboli 88 

A tense first half reflected the atmosphere but the tie was effectively over when Steve 
Panopoulos converted a penalty after a crude challenge on Coveny by Nastevski. 
Curcija had opened the sconng with a ‘special’ from 20 metres, a feat he would repeat in 
the second leg. Trimboli was outstanding while Biatsis, losifidis and De Amicis all had solid 
games al the back The Knights simply ran out of players with both Cervinskis unfit, Banini 
unavailable, a reduced bench and Duzel having a shocker. Besides, they'd won their 
‘grand final’ the previous week. 
2nd leg - Sunday, May 4 - 6:00 at Bob Jane Stadium 
South Melbourne 3 Curcija 1, 25, Panopoulos 35 
Melbourne Knights 0 
(South Melb won 7-1 on ageregate) 

The fireworks display began early as Curcija stunned the Knights in the first minute. 
By the 33rd minute the Knights needed six goals fo win and the party began. Constant 
rain certainly didn't concern the South fans or players as chances were created at will. 
Only some very good ‘keeping by Didulica and poor finishing from the Blues kept the 
scoreline respectable, if you can call a 1-7 aggregate respectable... 








2nd Elim. Final - 1st leg - Saturday, April 26 - 7:00pm (at Marconi Stadium 
Marconi Fairfield 3 Foster 17, Babic 66, Harper 70 
Adelaide City 0 

Ad City were dreadful, particularly after Tobin was forced from the field through injury, 
but Marconi were forced to settle for a three goal lead to take to Adelaide. The apathetic 
Zebras were reduced to ten men for the last seven minutes after Brad Armour was sent off 
for a second yellow following a series of reckless challenges. For the Stallions, Craig Foster 
had a blinder, Babic was destruciive, and Bingley and Zoric also caused the City 
midfielders numerous headaches, For all their dominance, they just couldn't make the 
second leg academic though... 
2nd leg - Sunday, May 4 - 3:00pm (at Norwood Oval) 

Advlaide City 4 Menillo 35, Harper 380g, Brooks 48, Musitano 95° 
Marconi Lairfield 0 
(‘after extra time, Ad City won 4-3 on aggregate) 

Emotional scenes followed Musitano’s golden goal with Ivanovic shedding a tear as the 
excitable Croweaters invaded the pitch while Petkovwic led the Juve, Juve’chant The Ad 
City ‘keeper had beer a hero just two minules into sudden-death when he foiled Babic in a 
one-on-one Full credil ta Adelaide who lore into Marconi from the opening whistle and 
could have evened the te by half-time such was their dominance. Andy Harper will have 
nightmares about (his one with a couple of personal defensive catastrophes to haunt him 
for some time. He wasn't alone though, Sernous limes ahead over winter al Bossley Park, 
we expect 





Major Semi Final - 1st leg - Saturday, May 3 - 7:00pm (at Suncorp Stadium 
Brisbane Strikers 1 S Cranney 63 
Sydney United 0 

Good goalkeeping at both ends kept the game tight with Brisbane securing a win with 
Cranney's 'pass' into the corner of the net completing the good work by Hunter and 
Meredith down the left. The Strikers deserved to win after creating the better chances. 
The overall standard was quite high, to be expected given the amount of talent on the park 





2nd leg - Sunday, May 11 - m (at Parramatta Stadium 
Sydney Uniled 2 J] Culina 24, Marusic 35 | 
Brisbane Strikers 1 Knipe 77 | 


Wayne Knipe's dramatic away goal secured a Suncorp grand final and raised serious 
questions about Sydney United's desire to win the Encsson Cup. Jason Culina had given 
the Pumas the expected lead and when Marusic hit a sublime free-kick to double the lead 
most experts thought they were as good as home, but then Frank Farina was as surprised 
as everyone else when Sydney sat back and protected their two goal lead. For once it was 
a case of the most dangerous lead is a 2-C lead’ 





Adelaide City 0) 

With neither side creating many openings in normal time the match seemed destined for a 
shoot-out but South won a free kick wide on the left and the cross was met by the head of 
Blatsis wih Jason Petkovic possibly hesitant in coming to collect. It was justice for South 
who had been the better side, although Ad City were always looking dangerous on the 
break. De Amicis was again superb at the back, as were Ivanovic and Tobin for Ad City. 





Prelimin Final - Sunday Ma 
Sydney United 1 Milicic 66 

South Melbourne 0 

This match will be remembered for all the wrong reasons, but it should be put on record 
that South had a few golden chances in the first half, with Coveny and Orlic having the best 
of them, Culina made some adjustments at h/t and his midfield gained the ascendancy 
The goal came from a Marusic corner, which was cleverly flicked on by Zdrilic to the poorly 
marked Milicic at the back stick. South will call it a sloppy goal, but SU just about deserved 
another crack at Brisbane. Besides, De Amicis would've been suspended anyway... 


18 - 3:00pm at Parramatta Stadium 





Grand Final - Sunday May 25 - 3:00pm at Suncorp Stadium 
Brisbane Strikers 2 Frank Farina 47, Rod Brown 69 
Sydney United 0 

All sorts of records broken, including the most number of superlatives used by a 

commentary team - a magnificent effort even by Berti's standards!! A defensive error 

invelving Babic allowed Farina to convert a half chance two minutes into the second half, 

while Brown (inside his own half) released Cranney down the right and timed his own run 

into the box to perfection, meeting the cross and calmly pushing it past an exposed Kalac. 

SU missed the class of Enes, but the spirit amongst the players just wasn't there. 

What was said in the dressing room at hit? : 








Leading scorers: Reg. season - Name (Club) - Finals goal 
21 - David Zdrilic (Syd Utd) 11 - Frank Farina (Brisbane) -1 





18 - Ante Milicic (Syd Utd)-1 11 - Rodney Brown (Brisbane) -1 
14 - Slobodan Despotoyski (Perth) 11 - Hamilton Thorp (West Ad) 
12 - Adrian Cervinski (Knights) 10 - Michael Brooks (Ad City) 
12 - Vasili Kalogeracos (Perth) 10 - Ice Kutlesovski (Knights) 
12 - Norman Tome (UTS) 10 - Jim Tsekenis (West Ad) 


8 - Paul Trimboli (Sth Melb) - 1 





Glory Be!- The Success of Perth Glory off the field 


From Searlais Mullin 


Prior ta the commencement of Perth Glory's inaugural NSL season the club board 
solemnly declared that to break even the team would have to attract a minimum average 
attendance of six thousand. A figure of 9639 for the opening match bade well, but the 
limelight was stolen by the 10,200 at Victoria Park to see Collywobbles make their debut 
By the spdh round Glory's home gate had fallen to just 6299 for the match against the 
Gippsland Falcons. | personally thought that Glory would be lucky to keep the crowd figures 
that high for the rest of the season. 

But by the end of the regular season Glory's home average was an NSL record at 
11871. The home gate of 17582 for the visit of Marconi was the second highest ever short 
of the finals. The attendance for the South Melbourne match could have been higher still if 
the crowd hadn't been restricted to fifteen {housand for safety reasons. 

So why the phenomenal crowds when all seemed to be going downhill? | believe it is 
due to a combination of on-the-field success, the timing of certain fixtures, and the culture 
texture and atmosphere of the spectators on the terraces. 

The turning point in the season was without doubt the victory over Adelaide City on 1st 
December 1996. The match celebrated the ciub's first anniversary and consequently a 
determined promotional drive attracted a large crowd of just under ten thousand. Glory 
played poorly but in the last ten minutes grabbed two dramatic goals to win the match, The 
crowd went absolutely berserk, spectators invaded the field (twice) and everyone left the 
match elated and hungry for more. 

Glory obliged by producing two more wins in front of growing crowds. Wollongong City were 
buned by three first half goals and no-one could forget Scotty Millers amazing injurytime 
winner against Melbourne Knights. By the time Marconi arrived the whole city was abuzz 
with Glory fever, 

After then the crowds tapered off but still remained significantly higher than any other 
NSL team. Even the shocking performances against Newcastle, Collywobbles and 
Brisbane didn't deter punters - they just kept on coming. 

The core of Glory's supporters can be divided into two groups. First are those who have 
always followed the local game, constituting the ethnic supporters, half the English 
expatriates and long suffering 'nth generation Aussie soccer fans. Second there are the 
recently armved Poms and Scots who have heard of The Hill's reputation and have come 
along to enjoy the atmosphere of a game just like at “Home”. The result is a bizarre mixture 
of cultures. In the same section of the crowd one could spy the following shirts -Celtic and 
Rangers, Liverpool and Everton, Juventus and Milan and even Red Star Belgrade and 
Croatia. Just about every other shirt imaginable can be found - Ajax, Kaiserslautern, PSG, 
Porto, Northern Ireland, Spain, USA and (believe it or not) Sao Paolo and Colo Colo. 
Despite the apparent conflict of interests the crowd is as one. Every accent from Cockney ta 
Chinese cheers the same goals, groans at the same near misses, jeers the same 
opponents and abuses the same referee. 

Interestingly, not a few Aussie Rules supporters attend Glory matches. I've heard many 
comments from these people that the atmosphere generated by twelve thousand Glory fans 
at Perth Oval is hugely more than that what forty thousand manage at a West Coasi Eagles 
match at Subiaco Oval. (On the subject of the Eagles, several of their players were regular 
supporters at glory matches, preferring to stand on The Hill.) Certainly the low-scoring 
nature of Soccer creates a much more intense atmosphere than score-a-minute sports like 
Aussie Rules and Basketball. Glory has converted many to the real football, 

Each part of Perth Oval is a separate entity in itself, The Hill, one of the few licensed 
areas, is probably the noisiest section of any ground in Ausiralia. To begin with The Hill 
sang old English tunes such as "Here we go”, "We're gonna win the league” (which 
remained a favourite) and, if Glory were losing, "You'll never walk alone” 


But over the course of the season new songs have been created, such as "We're thw 
best fans in the land", "Wingle bells, Wingle Bells, Glory all the way" (in honour of Dale 
Wingell) and "Slobby Bobby, there's only one Slobby Bobby" (in honour of Babby 
Despotovski), Each player has earned his own nickname, including "Chisel" (Paul 
MeVittie), "The Shack" (Peter Vukmirovic) and "Ginger Balls” (Gavin Wilkinson) 
Unfortunately the “Boys From The Shed" have clashed with club management, in particular 
chairman Nick Tana, nicknamed "Mr Chiko Roll" for his favouring sponsor Chicken Treat at 
the expense of the fans. The main problem is what The Hill sees as unnecessary 
harrassment from ground security. Certainly the local authorities are paranoid about 
English-style football hooliganism and have addressed this unlikely threat by erecting a 
high fence around the enclosure, installing several security cameras and employing gorillas 
In polo shirts to prowl around the crawd. Hopefully the club and supporters will settle this 
unnecessary conflict, 

The rest of Perth Oval is comparatively civil. The long bank between The Hill and the 
Member's Bar is the domain of the families, many of them new to soccer. This is no area for 
@ good yell or a stream of expletives at the referee- it tends to attract either amused, 
confused or disapproving glances. As for the pre-paid seating areas consisting of the main 
stand and the entire eastern side of the field, the noise is least of all. The chants from the 
unlicensed areas of the around owe more to basketball than football - the most common 
song is "Glory!", clap clap clap. Once | even heard "Ooh, bad ass" coming from one of 
these areas. 

The most pleasing aspect of the Glory crowd is it's loyalty to the local team rather than 
the ethnically based sides of the Eastern States. For exarnple, when Marconi visited Perth 
there wasn't a single voice cheering the team in white - all the Italians were supporting 
Glory Even the notoriously nationalistic Croatians supported Glory against the Melbourne 
Knights and Steak and Kidney United - well, all except an incurable minority. | think this is 
due fo the massive atmosphere of Perth Oval, which would sweep along the most 
disinterested supporter, and the natural parochialism of Western Australians when it comes 
to beating Eastern teams. Victorian sides are the favourite victims! 

Of course the unexpected success of the team itself is a major contributing factor 
A good home performance or an away win guarantees a high gate at the next home match. 
Unfortunately the big home support isn't enough to win every match - on the contrary, Glory 
have played abysmally in front of crowds as large as thirteen thousand, Sometimes, when 
the team is performing badly, the crowd can get intolerant and put pressure on their 
heroes, but most of the frustration is taken out on the officials. At the start of the season 
the crowd lifted Glory to great comebacks against Adelaide City and Gippsiand Falcons, 
but the team's lack of response to our support in the second half of the Newcastle match 
changed the crowd's mentality a little. However, if the tearn scores early then the noise and 
intimidation make it impossible for opponents to recover. 

Mention must be made of the excellent coverage of Glory in the local media, The team 
was virtually assured of this when the West Australian became a sponsor, but every other 
paper and the television stations also gave Glory significant exposure, Again this is a West 
Australian trait, as the state usually has only one team percode in national competitions 
and can afford to give them all a space in the nightly news. Channel 7 even broadcast a 
weekly half-hour program entirely devoted to Glory. Cailed "Glory Days” it was hosted by 
prominent focal sports reporter Basil Zempilas, and included highlights of the weekend's 
match (always more comprehensive than what SBS supplied), interviews with Gary 
Marocchi, the players and club officials, stories on the supporters themselves and a "qoal tl 
the week" competition. 

Can the ald clubs of Sydney and Melbourne achieve the same off-field success as 
Glory? Perhaps not, Our local team has the advantage of starting from scratch as a rill 
ethnic venture and had some Juck with results and their timing. The club also owes an 
inestimable amount to The Hill, which has become the heartbeat of the side Glory is a cluly 
that anyone, no matter what their background, can identify with and be proud of 

Hopefully the rest of the NSL will soon follow suit, 





KYLIE TOMISLAV'S INSIDE THE MEDIA 
(it's dark in there............ ; 


The revolving door that is Soccer Australia continues fo spin around - and just when we 
all thought theyd finally got it right. Since taking on the position of Communications 
Manager at SocAus last year Steve Speziale had made a good Stait at a tough job. 
imagine trying to turn a lot of the crap that goes on within the confines of Driver Avenue into 
something that isn't too damaging in the media? As a lot of journos say to SA’s middle 
men: "We dunno how you can work there". Anyhow, overworked and understaffed, the 
appointment of Stephen Copping to deal exclusively with the Ericsson Cup saw an 
improvement in that department too, For once the media was receiving information and 
stats on the players and teams involved on the weekend plus tidbits of trivia and info that 
even the most soccer unfriendly news outlets could slip into a story. 

It was with amazement then, that one sunny Monday morning Steve Speziale'’s voice 
mail revealed that he would be out of the office that and the next day It was with stunned 
incomprehension that the media gathered at the SFS for a cross-promotion between the 
Sydney Swans and Sydney United (see below) that it was revealed Speziale had got the 
flick. Every SA employee was tight lipped. No one would say what happened, if indeed 
they actually knew. It was obvious thal slick Spezza had upset someone at the top, 
though, and it wasn't until weeks later that someone suggested that someone high up had 
called Speziale one afternoon when he was snowed under with work. The higher-up 
croaked up with a request that required (according to the big bwana) immediate attention. 
When Speziale didn't jump and chipped in that the request would be dealt with later rather 
than sooner, his job was on the line. Not exactly the niftiest approach but a reminder of 
who carries weight al SocAus. 

Oh, and if this is all misconstrued innuendo for the SA honchos - apologies. 

No promised release has been forthcoming from Soccer Australia about the stall move- 
ments (SA are not replacing Speziale but have given Capping TWO jobs) and employees 
remain cautious of saying anything. No wonder! 


The Sydney coverage of United's Grand Final build up was minimal to say the least. 
On face value it seemed Brisbane got more column inches than the Pumas. But then 
Sydney United can't complain. Despite the best efforts of some board members to broaden 
the club's support base it has been a total failure. The TV pics irom the preliminary final 
clash with South Melbourne demonstrated that there would probably be more coverage of 
Sydney United in Zagreb than the harbour city. Quite frankly, no one in Sydney gives a 
stuff about Sydney United other than the 4000-odd hardcore who sometimes turn up at 
Edensor Park. 


Just prior to the finals, for once Sydney United seemed to have struck on a neat piece 
of cross-marketing, organising for Sydney Swans skipper Paul Kelly and Sydney United 
Ante Milicic and David Zadrilic to get together for a few photo ops. The harbour city's two 
grand final teams as one, etc. Great idea Pures - except not. The whole thing was 
organised by wet nurse Soccer Australia) Oh well. Better luck next year. 


SBS need to watch their butt, too. Their interesting stance following the preliminary final 
violence - Les suagested that the Ericsson Cup program should only show football and 
ignore the spectator’s antics - was a concern. More so that throughout the season SBS 
had no problem in broadcasting pictures of flares and the flags of Croatia ang Greece being 
waved throughout the crowds, Tsk, tsk. 
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Prior to our national coach's return to his country of employ (well one of them anyway) 
Soccer Australia requested all media outlets requiring interviews with Mr Venables fax i 
their request. As Venables acceeded to so few media engagements last time he was in the 
country SA was, surprise surprise, swamped, Upon Venables arrival though all one orone 
interviews were kaboshed by Soccer Australia's upper ecehlion, The only chance to talk 
to our great leader would be within the confines of mass media conferences where the 
emphasis is on a five second grab for television, It was said by some that Venables's 
appointment would be @ public relations coup and raise the profile of the game here 
Er, if only he'd talk 


Surely Soccer Australia are not suggesting that in order to talk with Venables the press 
has to pay? According to the Sydney Sun Herald, the media were free to attend a recent 
lunch in honour of Venables so tong as they paid $90, That by the way, being 325 more 
than SA's corporate sponsors were asked to pay. Stuff that. The ARL, Super Leaque, 

AFL, and Rugby Union have got a bash on down the road for free. Gone are the days 
when to talk to Thommo, for all his faults, you called him at home and had a chat with either 
the man himself or his friendly wife (Venables phone AT HOME in England has been 
constantly off the hook, by the way). 


SU says: While there is a bit of concern fram journos over the unavailability of Venables 
for extensive one-on-one type interviews, they're not really jumping over themselves to 
get in the queue. it seems. When TV arnved in Melbourne on Ansett flight 33 at 5:75 on 
May 27, a grand total of one reporter (a late stand-in from the HeraldSun) and one 
photographer were there to greet him. Oh, and a couple of the SU crew..... 


Not that all the press have kept a clean sheet. Paul Wade made an appearance at the 
SFS to announce his retirement from football. The only journalists in attendance were The 
Australian's Ray Gatt, the Sydney Daily Telegraph's John Taylor and a stringer representing 
overseas media. A national disgrace. 


The cheap shots keep coming 
This time from (Melbourne) Sunday Age TV columnist Michael Epis on May 77, with a 


ramble on the indifference shown towards some sports. His comment re: Ericsson Cup? | 
“Les Murray and Johnny “Bouffant" Warren (whose hair shows no sign of ageing) do a | 


sterling job presenting the show in the face of mass indifference, but their lack of 
resources and paucity of maternal is put into boid relief three hours later by the English 
premier league soccer which is an embarrassment of niches.” 
Hmm, if that's the case, why televise Australian basketball, Australian baseball, Australian 
tennis, Australian athletics, Australian golf..... 





Wade's Opposition XI 
Ending an extensive playing career always leads to journalists asking aboui your besi/ 
worst/happiest/longest/hardest etc so it was no surprise to see Wadey's ‘best opponents’ I) 
ihe Herald Sun a few weeks ago. For those interested in such things then: 
Taffarel (Brazil); 
Baresi (Italy); 
Pearce (England), Ruggeri (Argentina), Maldini (italy); 
Mikhailichenko (Russia), Sammer (Germany), Rosenthal (Israel); 

Maradona (Argentina), 

Lineker (England), Romario (Brazil). 
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Congratulations to Sydney United on winning the 
Minor Premiership. This article, like last months, 
is written before the final whistle has been blown 
so the 1996/7 champions are unknown. 


The race for the 1996/7 Programme of the year is 
another matter. After the Grand Final, Australia 
Wide Judges will be appointed to mark the entries 
for this years competition. Until the winner is 
announced, we will look at programmes from 
other areas. 


Did anyone spot the deliberate error in SU 23 in 
the South Melbourne review? Their programme in 
fact reduced to AS in size (from A4) not to A3! Well 
done to all those that spotted it but were too polite 
to point it out! 


The SE Queensland based XXXX Premier League 
sees most of the eight teams issuing programmes 
this year to varying standards, Hopefully in the 
Ericsson Cup off season we shall get a chance to 
look at some of them. With other local “state' 
based competitions now underway, it would be 
really great to be able to review issues from local 
clubs in all states Soooo0000o....... PELE 


Please send any new programmes in for inclusion, 


they are always welcome. Send your contributions 
to: 






EWEN ANDERSON 


First this month we start with something a bil different 
- @ programme from our Pacific Island neighbours - 
Fiji. This one is between the 1996 League Champions, 
Ba, and the winner of the 1996 Inter-district 
ioumament, Suva. The Fijian equivalent of the English 
Chanty Shield! it is billed as “Champion v Champion" 


Suva v Ba 
ist Leg - 26th January, 1997 
2nd Leg - 2nd February, 1997 
Suva Stadium & Ba Sports Stadium 
16 pages (4.5 pp ads) - Size 212m x 30imm 


This style is not quite what | would expect of a 
programme, But it represents the first | have seen 
from Fiji and it is possible to learn quite a bit about 
Fijian Football and the plans of its FA for 1997 & 8. 
Generally, whilst there is plenty to read, (9 articles + 
1997 calendar of events), 7 are ‘welcome’ messages 
from Mayors and secretaries. There are no squads 
listed, so forthe neutral it would be hard to identify the 
players etc. The Champion v Champion contest is 
sponsored by RC Manubhai, a major hardware chain 


Fe VYOOUVAVA Wes 









PO BOX 9139, ALEXANDRA HILLS, QLD 4467 


Se ee ee 


so the Fijian FA are as pleased as punch that they 
also want to associate themselves with the local 
game. 


The main colour of the cover is biue with black & red 
pint. No dates are shown although both teams are 
named. 2 - Ad. 3 - Message from the Minister for 
Sports (& 3 other portfolios). 4 - Message from the 
Fijian FA President. 5 - Message from the Lord Mayor 
of Suva. 6 - Message from Lord Mayor of Ba. 7 - Ad. 8 
- Message from MD of RC Manubhai. 9/10 - Fijian FA 
secretary talks about the 1997 season. (An 
informative article). 17 - 1997 Calendar of events. 12 - 
Message from Suva Soccer Assoc, VP!, 13 - Message 
from Secretary of Ba Soccer Assoc. 14 - Who will be 
Champion? 15/16 - Ads. 


lt may not be a Wembley Cup Final issue, but it is a 
proud addition to my collection, Although failing to 
mention the actual players, the information provided 
on the Fijian scene in general made this a worthwhile 
read, 
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Suva v Ba 





Ericsson Cup Finals Program 
April 27 - 25 May, 1997 
36 Pages (13 pp ads) - Size 150mm x 213mm 


From A4 in 1996 to AS in 1997. At least this year the 
programme team only featured the top 6 clubs, nol top 
7 as they did last year. There are some good stats and 
quite a bit to read albeit that some of it is fairly 
shallow. A programme for the big end of the season 
should have more quality in depth articles. Perhaps 
the really strange thing about the stats is that they only 





in Fiji who also sponsor English Football on Fijian TV. 


include appearances up to & including round 25 
Why? The cover features David Zdrilic and isn't too 
Cluttered with information. Because the programme is 
issued to cover a month long competition, it is out of 
date by the time the last games are played. Why do 
SA insist on this format? 


Page 3 - David Hill announces the Kick Off + Index. 4 
- Message from Ericsson. 6 - The format for the finals 
senes. All quite clear although the 2nd leg of the major 
semi final has a KO time of 3 pm. 7 - The Finals. 
Includes final league table, the top 3 scorers + the 
Finals referees. 8/9 - Sydney United feature. 12/13 - 
Brisbane Strikers feature. 14 - El Tel's World Cup 
campaign + important soccer dates & when they're on 
TV. 16/17 - South Melbourne feature. 18/19 - Best of 
the Best. Snippets of Trivia on various Finals records. 
22/23 - Adelaide City feature. 24 - All leaque results 
for 1996/7 + All time finals goalscorers and games 
records. 26/27 - Marconi-Fairfield feature. 28 - Youth 
Leagues feature. 29 - Roll of Honour 1977-96. 
Champion clubs, Coach & Player of the Year, 30/37 - 
Melbourne Knights feature. (All other pages are ads). 


One thing that the programme doesn't make mention 
of is the ‘away goals count double’ rule. Certainly local 
Brisbane press would have you believe that an away 
goal automatically is counted as ‘2’ aS soon as jt is 
scored. It can be confusing, so why not use the 
programme to educate? 





1996/7 Finals Program 


Chelsea v Middlesbrough 
Wednesday 21st August, 1996 
Stamford Bridge, London 
56 pages (7.75 pp ads) - Size 165mm x 227mm 


Over 60 photos of all sorts & and over 95% in colour! 
Virtually no ads. All looks promising. Both clubs had 





jus! signed Star talian imports and this was Te SoCo 
(Chelsea's first home) game of the season 


Cover - Clearly states the opponents, dato & KO tine 
2 - Ticket news on fulure games, 3 - Contents & OG/7 
fixtures. 4/5 - A Ruud Gullil Welcome + club diwolury 
Also notes on “Chelsea TV Channel” 7 Wise 
Words* from Dennis. 8 - Ken Bates has expectations 
9 - Stamford Bndge facilities. 10/1 - Pics from the 
Umbro Cup win. 13/4/5 - Bridge News - di Mattoo 
Leboeuf & 3 back roomers. 16/7 - Blue Flashes - Pre 
season Stats. Includes 1st team squad with a value ol 
£20.5 million! 18/9 - Blues Diary - Looking ahead * 
pics. 20/1 - Junior Blues news. 23/4/5 - Focus on 
Middlesbrough. (Includes stat that in 95/6 they had /4 
yellow & 3 red cards. JW would no doubt comment on 
that!) 26/7 - Talking Point - Overseas Influences. 28/9 
- Double page photo spread of 96/7 season squad 
30/1 - Talking Point - John Neal - ex Chelsea & ‘Boro 
manager, 32 - Past Master - Tony Dorigo. 33 - 
Chelsea on record - more stats. 35 - With Colin 
Hutchinson (MD). 36/7 - On the ball with Mark Hughes 
(Q & A). 38/9 - Blues Star - Gianluca Vialli, “| need to 
speak, to talk to my team-mates about football, bul 
also about life. Girls, cars, money, anything", 41 - Big 
Impressions - Seamus O'Connell, a past player. 43 - 
Big Issue with Graham Rix. 44/5 - Freeze Frame, Pics 
from PSV game. 47 - Blues on record - 2nd, youth & 
women's 95/6 results. 48/9 - Reserve & Youth round 
up. 50/1 - Spy in the camp. In house gossip. 52 - Ruud 
iS a casually. 53 - Blues winners - pics. 54/5 - 
Complete 95/6 ist team stats. 56 - Matchline up 
Includes teams colours!. (Do you remember Branco?) 
Also a bref profile of the referee. 


So much to read & so much variety! The above run 
down doesnt do the programme justice. ll's even 
interesting if you're not a Chelsea fan! _ 
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Chelsea v Middlesbrough 


The Nintendo Superstars of Soccer 
This year it's more than a game! 


Australia Green v Australia Gold? |s that the best? Well, it's probably better than last 
year's True Blues v Intemational Travellers, which was a nice theory until the ‘us against 
therm policy caused a few coloured cards to be produced, with some players howling for 
more! However, the scenario is different this year with a place in the World Cup squad at 
stake, so there is little need to inject artificial needle into the series. As always, a few 
players have declared themselves unavailable but we have been heartened by the attitude 
of Joe Spiteri who was virtually walked out on Sturm Graz in an effort to be noticed by 
Venables. Having been overlooked for the Skopje and Budapest matches he knows he 
has to make an impression now or wait until 2002, Good luck Joe, with the ammount of 
talent around you may need it. 

The squads contain no real surprises, although Kulscar’s selection again highlights the 
lack of quality central defenders. Perhaps Mark Babic can make an impression in Tony 
Popovic's absence, or Andrew Bernal might show us why he’s so highly rated at Reading 
Bobby Despotovski's late call-up should appease Perth fans who were peeved when the 
Glory were overlooked for the original squad, although Queensianders are getting rowdier 
over the same criticism, Don't worry fellas, the Cranneys will get their chance one day. 


Meanwhile, on the other side of the cameras, it's "Welcome Back" to Channel Nine who 
were sufficiently chuffed with last year’s ratings to go around again. For both matches to be 
televised at 9:30pm is a major breakthrough for the code. Ail those people who channel 
surf between 10 -17'00pm will hopefully tune in and check it out. With any luck, the 
network might even give it a decent plug during the week leading up to the matches. 

You know the stuff, nightly reports in the news, guests on the Midday Show. Speaking of 
which, nice to see Wadey on ‘Hey, Hey.." again. 

As for Nine's line-up, Greg Blake retains the chief caller's job but on the flanks it's 
Out: Wheatley, In’ Farina & Wade, which should make the comments a little more 
contemporary. Nothing against Wheatley, but Frank is definitely the flavour of the month 
(even that severe haircut!) and Paul is always flavour of the month..... 


And now for the serious stuff. It's time to celebrate - properly! 
Since the Socceroos went through 417 scoreless minutes a couple of years back the 
standard of goal celebrations simply hasn't been up to scratch. It's almost as if we've 
forgotten how to celebrate The upcoming Oceania qualifiers against Tahiti and Solomon 
Islands provides the perfect opportunity to brush up on those cartwheels, ankle chains, 
lambadas and untidy piles in the six yard box before we go on the world stage later this 
year. Even if it's unlikely we'll score against Brazil... 


Suggestions? Well, the mailbox is always open, but we'll kick the debate off with some 
genuinely Australian suggestions: 

— The scorer runs to the comer flag and faces the centre circle. All his teammates form an 
are ten metres away and in true AFL field umpire style, give the all-clear. The scorer then 
gives the famous two-index-finger salute. 

— take five minutes off and go to the pub to celebrate 

— massing in a straight line and bowling underarm a la Trevor Chappell (as practice for the 

NZ matches) 

— head to the grandstand and tell their mates all about it 
— fun straight to the photographers and ‘moon them 
-- organise a quick barbie and stretch the story out over five and a half hours 


Not exactly a bit of light reading 

Okay, let's start at the beginning, It's the opening day of the league seasori in) Vielorion 
Provisional Leage Division Three, and Flemington Falcons and Yarra United are sohwediled 
to play at Capp Reserve, Preston, There is no referee present al the match, which) in itsell 
says volumes for the state of soccer in Victoria, but it is decided to play the matet ariyway 
Twenty or twenty five minutes into the match a Flemington player is allegedly elbowed in 
the face, the on-field violence escalates, followed bv a pitch invasion which sees anary 
spectators wielding nunchukkas, council garden stakes (!) and other assorted weapons 
One unconfirmed report suggested one rioter went to his car and produced a gun 
Scared residents ring the police. Seven police cars and two ambulances arrive 
No arrests, no charges, 

Within days an investigation commitee was on the case and a tribunal hearing was set 
down for Apnl 3. Darebin Council, which controls the usage of Capp Reserve, were armed 
with numerous letters from council and residents. The message was definite, and explicil 
Yarra United were not to play inside Darebin's boundaries again. As expected, Yarra 
United were expelled from the league. The hearing must've been fascinating, with the 
Fiemington player (who was elbowed) receiving a 12 month suspension without having 
even been charged! Flemington Falcons were also fined $100 for failing to have the 
correct (rope) fencing. Like, yeah, fencing would have stopped the pitch invasion, But 
there's more on that later. 

Flemington, wisely, were advised to appeal. At the appeals hearing, the Flemington 
player's suspension was quashed, and Yarra United were re-instated to the league and put 
on a $5,000 good behaviour bond - which had to be paid by 5:00pm, May 9 - and told to 
provide increased security at future matches. Darebin Council were furious. They 
demanded to see Gocumeniation presented at the appeais hearing, but no documents 
were sighted and rumours persist that none exist The general feeling amongst the VSF 
seemed to be that Yarra wouldn't pay the bond and that would be the enc of the matter. 

The deadline passed and no bond was forthcoming, but that certainly ain't the end of 
the matter 


Councils are under increasing pressure when it comes to providing sporting facilities to 
clubs. The sports grounds used by local clubs are heavily subsidised by ratepayers, with 
only about 10-15% of ithe costs met by council fees paid by the clubs. 

Additionally, all local government authorities have ‘open space’ strategies, where a lack of 
Passive open space is seen as a major problem in suburban areas, particularly inner- 
suburban areas. Therefore the VSF regulations, requiring fencing at all State Division 1 & 
2 grounds, are at odds with local government policy. Something will have to give. 

The councils arent short on letting the VSF know what's coming either. In a letter last 
month to the VSF's CEO, Geoff Miles, the co-ordinator of Community & Recreation 
Planning was blunt. 

There appears lo be a need for the VSF to rationalise the placement of major 
facilities and games at strategic locations to provide an appropriate blend of 
community sport and financially viable sporting entertainment, 


In August 1996 the various parties got together and discussion centred on the 
possibility of Sport & Recreation Victona providing assistance to the VSF with the 
preparation of strategic planning frameworks. Little has been acheived since, ana the 
councils have now brought the Minister for Sport, Tom Reynolds, into the picture 

Tom should have a keen interest in the debate. He is number one ticket hoider ol the 
Melbourne Knights, and with ground rationalisation in the modern era affecting all spoils 
the Knights may well need to think about sharing their ground with at least one state leayyue 
club. In fact many clubs will need to think seriously aboul ground-shanng, iF mol mietaitny 
should the councils continue their campaign. 

Incidents such as the one at Preston will only put added pressure on all clubs 














Previous records (No. of tournaments in brackets) 


1997 WYC Preview (june 16 - July 5) 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1991 1993 1995 
Another huge international tournament is just around the comer and once again the ere Fourth Third W4fin 1/4 fin istrd § W4 tin 
speculation begins over Australia's prospects. The general consensus seems to be that this Malaysia (0) 
tear lacks the class of 91, the guts of 93 and that something special (Viduka) of 95, although Morocco (1) str 
Curcija could be a real surprise packet, as could Allsopp, if he is selected. Despite getting Belgium (0) 
limited opportunities at the BUS this season he has scored bundles of goals in the NYL and Group B ' } 
Scheinflug is shrewd enough to remember his contribution in Ecuador two years ago. Brazil (9) Third V4 fin Winner Winner 1/4 fin Third Run-up Winner Run-up 
Perhaps, like us, he suspects Allsopp will develop into a real 'big game" player. peta bce {S) mii Yetrd sted Fourth eh ee 
Another shrewd move is the appointment of Branko Culina as assistant coach for the Pprae OS . 
tournament. He has proved to be a fine teacher of young talent in a country where good Group c 
young players have tended to mature alarmingly quickiy when they head overseas. It is also USA (5) 4strd ‘str 1st rd 1/4 fin 
encouraging to see the younger local coaches gaining some exposure to international soccer Rep Ireland (2) 4st rd istrd 
China (2) Istrd 1/4 fin 
In recent times we have seen several unseemly club v country brawls over the availability of Ghana (1) Run-up 
certain players for international tours and training camps. Scheinflug is to be applauded for Group D 
allowing the South Melbourne contingent time off from preparations to play for their club side Spain (7) istrd $4 fin Istrd Run-up 1/4 fin Fourth 
in the finals. For once, we can say that commonsense prevailed. Paraguay (3) 1strd 14 fin 1st rd ee 
It will be fascinating to see how our Young Socceroos handle the jump from A-League to et ee (2) tate 4st rd 
an international competition, Blatsis, Zelic, Damianos, Emerton, Wehrman, Curcija and Group E 
Salapasidis have been regulars for their club sides this season and have the experience of pean 7) 4/4fin ‘sted ‘4strd tstrd Fourth Fourth 4/4 fin 
performing in front of large crowds in Perth, Brisbane and Melbourne which should stand them Argentina (6) Winner ist rd Run-up 4st rd Winner 
in good stead, but the limited preparation of the squad is a major concern. Before going to Hungary (3)  istrd 1strd 1st rl 
print they were still scratching around for matches having organised games against M-League Canada (3) 1st rd istrd istrd 
side the Malaysian Armed Forces on May 27, the Malaysian National Under-20 side on May Group F 
31 and Sarawak on June 3. Mexico (7) Run-up istrd Istrd istrd str 44 fin 1/4 fin 
England (4) Fourth 1st rd 1strd §=Third 
The draw threw up a mixed bag with Group B sopping the title of 'group of death’ while ivory Coast (3) Ist rd ist rd 1G 


most other groups appear to have at least one minnow. Ausiralia drew Argentina, but should 
be comfortable against Canada with the Hungary match likely to decide our fate. A point from 
that match should be enough, but Scheinfiug is unlikely to take chances. 

Call ws cynical, but the early rounds of the tournament will no doubt be punctuated with 
match-fixing allegations, urine sample discrepancies and general mayhem at the stadia, 
although once the Malaysians get over the initial excitement of hosting a major tournament 
and the inevitable teething problems (press facilities, television pictures, traffic) are sorted out, 
the competition should settle down and we can all winess some high quality soccer. 

Picking the group winners isn't at all easy, so the quarter finais will no doubt throw up some 
fascinating matches, as is the norm 





a 


UAE (0) 


Studs Update - The ULTIMATE Tipping Competition | 


In the end, nobody managed to pick the Euro clubs trifecta so nobody picked up maximum 


points, hence the leaderboard hasn't changed too much. As detailed last month, round 17 will 


involve the World Youth Championships, with double points (20) to each winning selection. 
Runner-up gets 12, either semi-finalist gets 6. And for something a little different we've 


decided to put up a prize as weil. Anyone who can correctly tip the winner of the World Youth 


Cup will receive a trio of relevant programmes autographed by Paul Wade, Mike Lyons and 
$U18 cover star Terry Venables! 





Now just in case we have as many entries as SBS get for their ‘Goal of the Year’ competition 
we better have a tie-breaker, so can all entrants please list their tip for WINNER & RUNNER-UP. 
Okay then, check out the form guide above and make sure your tips are at the usual address 
(page 2) or fax ‘em to (03) 9579-2384 by JUNE 20, which will give you a few days to assess the 


Australia has an impressive record in this tournament hosting it twice in 1981 & 1993 and 
reaching the semi-finals twice. It has been a competition that has been a considerable source 
of pride to all soccer fans confirming that our best young talent can compete with the best in 


= 


the world; hopefully, our current squad will live up to the expectations. 


_ early form.... 
The Leaderboard 

The squad: i i= | Rd13:EuroCi Rd 14: Euro C2 Rd 15: Euro C3TOTAL 
Goalkeepers: Danny Milosevic (Arminia Bielefeld), Peter Zois (South Melbourne) Kevin Christopher (88) Juventus (6) Barcelona (10) Inter Milan (6) 410 
Defenders: Hayden Foxe (Arminia Bielefeld), Con Biatsis (South Melbourne), Sebastian Bhupinder Rai (71) Juventus (6) Barcelona (10) Monaco (3) 90 
Sinozic (Wallongong Wolves), Lucas Neill (Millwall), Simon Colosimo (AIS), lvan Zelic (UTS Graham Creed (64) Dortmund (10) Liverpool (3) Feyenoord (0) 77 
Olympic), Tansel Baser (South Melbourne) Anthony Fensom (64) Juventus (6) Barcelona (10) inter Milan (6) 86 
Midfielders: Bill Damianos (Carlton - probably), Vince Grella (Carlton), Kasey Wehrman Lance Librandi (64) Juventus (6) Barcelona (10) Monaco (3) 83 
(Brisbane), Brett Emerton (UTS), Mark Robertson (Marconi), Yane Talcevski (Marconi) Harry Georgiadis (57) Juventus (6) Liverpoal (3) Inter Milan (6) 72 


strikers: Michael Curcija (South Melbourne), Kostas Salapasidis (Adelaide City), Daniel 
Allsopp (South Melbourne) 

Stand-by Clayton Zane (Newcastle), Wayne Knipe (Brisbane), Carlos Gonzales (UTS ), 
Michael Pirone (Adelaide City), Rafael Bove (UTS Olympic), Nathan Wildy (West Adelaide) 


Tips Rd 17: Kevin: Ghana / Brazil Harry: Brazil / Ghana 
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Falcon Droppings 
Gippsland Falcons report by David Bullock 


Having survived the dreaded 'red card from Soccer Australia, the Falcons are 
already deep into mapping out next season's schedule. 

Coach Frank Arok has confirmed his re-appointment and is heading overseas in early 
June on a scouting mission to lure a midfield playmaker and striker to the club. Arok is 
likely to start and end his search in the Balkan states where he has numerous contacts. 
Confirmed departures from Falcons Park so far reads just Eddie Krncevic and Marcus 
Stergiopoulos who has been lured to the Carlton ‘Circus Troupe’ by Fast Eddie. 

Question marks will hang over the heads of veterans Hugo Giminez and Claudio 
Canosa who may both fall prey to the youth policy Arok is keen to continue at full swing 
after the successful introduction of first-team football made by Archie Thompson and to a 
lesser extent John Hutchinson during the magnificent form reversal shown during the latter 
half of the 96/97 campaign. Also possibly hanging on by a thread are Fijian duo Esala and 
Manoa Masi who have both proven that Fijians can have a holiday in Oz as much as we 
can head to their part of the world for some good old R & R 7??? 


Recently voted ‘Player of the Year’, goalkeeper Jim Kourtis has signed a new one year 
contract after there was wide speculation that he may be also on the Carlton inventory 
Kourtis is undoubtably the most underrated custodian in the national competition and 
according to Arok will only get better, plus it must be noted that he Is only 24, extremely 
young by goalkeeping standards. 


Off the park, work is aiso at fever pitch given the near ‘deatn expenence’ 
Ray McCluskey, the man heavily instrumental in the Falcons admittance to the national 
structure five years ago, has returned to the club as General Manager. McCluskey has 
always been known as a real 'go and get man’ and should prove to be the right tonic to kick 


» some backsides that have clearly become stagnant around the ciub. 


All positions will come under full scrutiny with even ground staff and the club 
photographer all likely to be made to justify their existance The publicity area is in fora 
major overhaul with a number of positions that in the past have been filled by a few, likely to 
be spread to many. 

Media wise the club is a forgotten area. In the thirteen Ericsson Cup fixtures only a 
handful of media reps showed their faces at Falcons Park. Indeed word has it thal ‘The 
Age's’ Laurie Schwab doesn't even know where the Princes Highway is situated while Peter 
Desira gets so bored driving up into the LaTrobe Valley he decides to count the crowd one 
by one, unfortunately missing a thousand or so after his fingers start to show a strain of 
RSI. Then again, strong word has it when Mr Desira next ventures into the Valley he will be 
greeted by the finger count of the two middle variety that come with either hand..... 





An alternative climax to the season, perhaps? 

While the average home attendance at Newcastle Breakers home matches is not quite 
in the Gippsland or Canberra category, every bit helps, So the offer of a Newcastie 
massage parlour to give free match tickets to customers might be worth investigating. 
The Sunday Telegraph (May 18) reported that the 'Porsche's' was offering tickets to 
Newcastle Knights (thugby) matches for each 3100 visit. According to the owner, you get a 
sensual massage in a spa tub, but no sex. /f that's the case, most blokes | know would 
want more than one free ticket to a game. ... 


— 


_—, 





News from the Capital - From Nick Guoth 


Rumours abound over who the next coach of the Canberra Cosinos will bw 
Unfortunately, it appears that the decision will not be made until after [he World rent) | ty) 
in Malaysia. Why? Because it appears that Branko Culina will be the next coach of (he 
Cosmos, There are many reasons for this, one being that Culina will be the raxt Jooys 
coach after Scheinflug finishes his current term and the Joeys will all live in Canberra 
Rumour also has it that Soccer Australia are keen for Branko to take the job, both for Ihe 
Cosmos and for the Joeys. 


For the Cosmos itself not much has changed since my last column. Clive Scollay, the 
new CEO of the club, seems to have moved into the job quite well. He comes from a good 
managerial background and hopefully will see the Cosmos through it's current situation and 
into a prosperous 1997-98 season. 

Speaking of next season, the number of signings has not increased with only the two so 
far. Danny Milosevic is the only clear signing from what I've heard and that's not with the 
Cosmos, but with Beilefeld in the German Bundesliga. He joins another Australian, Hayden 
Foxe, and is apparently on some sort of 3 year contract. 

The two players who went to Adelaide, Musitano and Castro, are very keen to come 
back to play for the Cosmos, but unfortunately they are currently both tied down by the 
second year of their two-year contract. Marcina may return as may Ravenello. It appears 
we may not know any more before mid-July. 


On the local scene, there is just one more Round before the half-way stage in the 
season. Belconnen United are leading comfortably having not lost a match with Weston 
Creek just behind them. Olympic and Monaro are tied for third and the late moving 
Canberra Deakin are only a point out of the four. 

At the other end Tuggeranong, a club with a proud tradition, are in deep trouble and 
have not won a game. If they go down then the team at the moment most likely to replace 
them will be the Burns Club. They are moving away in the First Division currently with a 
400% record in First Grade and in the top three in reserve grade. 

[Historical Note: Burns actually won the first Championship in an organised competition in 
the ACT defeating Canberra 3-0 in 1926.] 


Over the June long weekend the ACT will be playing their annual match against 
\liawarra, but this time in Wollongong. If you're in the area it's well worth the time to see the 
game. There will also be a clash of the respective ‘Youth teams prior to the main game. 


The new premises in Deakin, although apparently finished, is still vacant as some 
problems exist with the placement of those who want to occupy the building. It is hoped 
that before the end of the season everything will be fixed up and the ACTSF will have a new 
headquarters. 


The 1997 Kanga Cup will be played again in Canberra and occurs in early July. By the 
time you read this, entries will have closed for the event. We are expecting to have teams 
from not only around Australia, but also from various parts of the world including New 
Zealand, USA and some European countries. 


Entries are starting to build up for the Australian Masters Games in the Soccer 
There are already over 40 teams from around the country entered and remaining plates ar 
limited. The event is held at the end of October this year 








Dear Studs Up - Po Box 53, Oakleigh South 3167 


Letter of the Month goes to Peter Kartsidimas, who knows what its like to be 
caught in the middle of the so-called ‘ethnic conflict’. 


Dear SU. 

Two years ago | and about another thirty South Melbourne fans made the journey to 
Sydney to see the midweek final between Souths and Croatia. The scenes of that day will 
always be clear in my memory, especially from the time Souths opened the scoring. 

To cut a long story short, from the moment the first goal went in until after the garne, 
Olympic and Croatian supporters had their usual riot, the Croatian COMMITTEE abused 
and spat at us from the grandstand behind the goals, and we were forced lo hide in the 
players dressing rooms for an hour after the game in fear of being attacked 

This season | ventured to Sydney again to see the Preliminary Final, and what | saw | 
again can only be described as pure stupidity and ignorance. From the beginning you | 
could see it was going to be another one of those days at Parramatta. 


To start the day off the gates were opened an hour before kick-off, leaving bored fans 
waiting outside for what seemed a dangerously long time. Fans were not allowed to bring 
trumpets or drums into the ground, in fear of ther being used as a weapon. Now who has 
ever heard of ninja drums and trumpets? Not me. This has occurred every time Souths 
have played at Parramatta and every time including now they eventually let them in. 

‘You'd think they would be more organised. 

When | got into the ground | was told no national flags could be brought into the 
ground. Fair enough, yet when | got in all | could see were Croatian flags, hats and soccer 
shirts. | realised we were playing Croatia rather than Sydney United, as | didn't see one 
thing other than the puma that had anything to do with Sydney United. 

| went to my seat where | noticed | was sitting amongst Croatians and Souths fans, 
Obviously somebody forgot to tell security, fans at these garnes should be segregated 


What happened during the game was normal, the chants of "Hellas" and "Croatia" as 
well as the unusual "Olympic" and "Makedonia". But what | saw after the game | can only 
describe as a case of deja vu. Croatians jumped the fence to celebrate their victory, fair 
enough, there is nothing wrong with showing a bit of emotion, but what followed was not 
emotion, it may not even have anything to do with politics either. It all started when a large 
contingent of Croatians attacked a small set of Souths and Olympic fans in the 
grandstand, Whatever their reason, whatever excuses the Sydney United committee 
make, these so called soccer fans deliberately jumped the fence and attacked these 
supporters, As Usual, a small contingent of Souths and Olympic fans retaliated, but with 
hundreds against them they didn't stand a chance, nor did the smal! number of police and 
secunty This.seemed to go on for about ten minutes. 


Souths fans made their way out of the ground to the awaiting buses, on the way many 
were being threatened and abused. One guy who had just finished threatening one Souths 
boy took a good look at me, waiting for me to say something. In other words, looking for an 
excuse to start belting me up with many cthers waiting to help him just in case he couldn't 
do it by himself. Now that's really tough. 

We got to the buses, only to have to wait in the firing line of anybody for about an hour, 
Luckily, except for a few blokes coming to us trying to slarl fights and calling us "Serb 
loving Greek c..ts" nothing much occurred. 


The official crowd for this game, the second most important of [he year atic one al the 
most important in Sydney United's history was 8,059, With about 2000 There supporting 
Souths, you would expect at least 12,000, but with the kind of supporters who “yatiny 
United have, | can't see any non-Croatian peaple going more than once wilhoul beng 
turned off. This is not anything against the Croatian people, most of (em were quite civil 
and were equally disgusted at what they saw. I'm sure these thugs, by fhe size of Ihe 
crowd, have turned other Croatians away from the game. 

| can only hope that these so called soccer fans - Croatians and Greeks - slop Lisirt 
soccer for their political views (from the things they were yelling they don't know much about 
politics or geography) ar try to act like European soccer hooligans. | have nothing aqeurinl 
Croatians supporting Sydney United and Greeks - even from Sydney - supporting South 
Melbourne, as long as they realise they're supporting an Australian soccer team. 


As the annual coaching merry-go-round gets into full swing, Peter Bayliss 
wonders whether other figures at the clubs should be shouldering some of 
responsibility. 


Dear SU, 

The team is not doing well on the park. The fans say the team must do better. A 
scapegoat has to be found to satisfy the unruly fans. The obvious choice to the chairman 
of the board of directors is the coach. But, who is really responsible? 

The coach was employed by the board, If the coach does not choose the best team 
and arrange the best training sessions, then the Board is negligent to employ an 
unsatisfactory coach. 

The Board has employed a number of players for the team. Why did the Board not 
employ better players? If the Board supplied more money, then the coach could have 
recommended better players to employ. Again, the Board is negligent. 

The Board has employed only part-time players. Obviously, ifthe players were full-time, 
then they would be fitter, their ball skills would be fine-tuned, they would not have to worry 
about their other job (100% commitment to soccer), the combination plays to produce 
goals would be discussed and practiced, and the dead ball situations would be better 
practiced to perfection. Again, the Board is negligent 


How much does it cost to sack the coach? The coach usually has a year er so left on 
his contract so that a large payment is made for the mistake of the Board. Did the Board 
put a clause in the contract of the coach to allow termination? Such a cluase could be that 
if the team was six points behind the sixth placed team, the contract could be terminated 
without financial penalty. In this situation, at least the coach would know the position. 

A club that continually sacks the coach shows that it is not stable and poorly organised. 
This is the sort of club that Soccer Australia needs to send back to the state league. 

After the coach is replaced, the team does betier for a short time, because the players 
are forced to play their best in order to retain their place in the time. After three games, the 
performance of the team drops to the standard before the coach was replaced and the 
position of the team 's no different to that before the coach was fired. 


What is the solution? The Board could employ a couple of excellent players to bolster 
the squad. Unfortunately the club does not have the money. The other choice is that the 
club could accept the fact that their assessment of their position in the league was very 
aptimistic. Or alternatetively, the Board could sack the person responsible: the chairman of 
the board of directors! 








And finally... 


Dear SU, 

This e-mail came from a guy called David Hansen who lives in Israel. He reads the 
Sydney Morning Herald on the Internet and thinks their coverage of Australian soccer is 
crap The Hungary game provoked him to write a letter to the SMH and he passed on the 
reply which he is happy for me to pass on to you... . 


/ got a little pissed off after the Hungary game with the total lack of reporting of it in the 
Australian on-line newspapers (SMH and Australian) - so | e-mailed them and had a bit of 
a penal I thought you might ail appreciate the reply | got: 

oO, 
We can't fix it - we're aware of it, but stuck. Reports on overseas soccer 
matches are taken from the wire services and we do not yet have a copyright 
agreement which allows us to use their material on line. | 

Yes. Thank you for replying Trish. | love that "Hullo" - don't you guys??? (Yes, thai 
was {he entre e-mail). Bloody heil - can't they have an Australian write a column about 
if... ) | dunno, | would write back and complain along those lines, except | am sure my e- 
mail Wouldn't reach anyone that matters and wouid in all likelihood end up in Trisha's 
(rash. And once again this week there was noi a report on the weekend round of 
Encsson Cup action in either the SMH or Australian on-line editions. ( dant think scores 
in the sports results sections count). 


Dear Studs Up (sort of) From Andre Kruger, Hannover 


Dear SU, 

This week | had a long telephone call with Rudi Gutendorf's Australian wife Marika. She 
asked me how the Aussies played in Hungary and she is sure that her country will reach 
the World Cup Finals. In the next few days I'll have a long talk with Rudi about his old days 
Gown under, because | want to know what he thinks about his mistakes 17 years ago, Last 
week Rudi got the 'Bundesverdienstkreuz’, one of the highest decorations in Germany, He 
got this medal for his merit for his work in sport in other countries. 


Europe was shocked to hear the result from Budapest The Hungarian Football 
Federation scheduled this game to celebrate Puskas' 70th birthday, so they looked for ar 
easy opponent, but the Aussies were the wrong partner 


| watched four games from CD Tenerife to see Aurelio Vidmar, but | have to wait until 
the last game against Schalke 04 in extra time Vidmar carne in minute 98 but the 
Spanish club lost. The only thing from Aurelio | saw was on his lips, fk off, he said. 
In the winter break, Hamburg SV wanted Vidmar but coach Heynckes did not let him go 
Maybe Vidmar can change in summer, because Heynckes changed also. 


The 19 years old Hayden Foxe is Bielefeld's first new player for next season, He got a 
contract for one year with two more if he is good enough, but first Hayden can play for his 
country in Malaysia. Bielefeld is delighted of his kind of play and now they have the next 
Australian in their training camp for ten days, Danny Milosevic from Canberra, also a player 
fram the Young Socceroos. Arminia needs a second goalkeeper for the next season. _ 
Damian Mor''s wife Josephine had twins, Joshua and Oliver, and Damian is very proud and 
happy, but he tost his work in Gladbach. He can 90 after this season, it was al all a very 
unsuccessful trip to my country for him. 





‘On the Buses ' - this is no comedy, 


Some of the Studs Up crew made the arduous 10 hour journey by bus to Sydney's 
Parramatta Stadium to see the Lakers “clash” with the Pumas. The after game incidenis are 
well documented, but what seems to have been conveniently swept under the carpet is the 
disgraceful loutish behaviour displayed by a group of morons on one of the buses organised 
by the club. (Double decker Bus 2 we believe). 


We had early concerns when we arrived at the Lakers’ social club at the BJS and 
Saw a small group of young ‘supporters’ holding European national flags, and heanng 
comments like how much they "hate the Croatians”. itis this sort of minority of clowns who 
are giving the majority of genuine South fans a bad name. Along the Hume Hwy looting 
occured at the BP Road Staton stops, and a window on one of the buses was cracked. Thal 
same bus had a large Serbian Flag hanging from one of the windows. 


On the way back to Melbourne from Sydney, the police were called at every road stop 
from concermmed shop owners. Staff at a Hungry Jacks were verbally abused and had food 
pelted at them. The owner of a BP called the police and went off his dial. Why you ask? Well 
some moron lit a flare at the BP restroom, which just so happens to sit above a 3000 litre 
petrol reserve!! Later at another roadstop police were once again called because of two 
cameras stolen. The police and BP claim they have video footage of ihe culprits caught 
stealing. |t appears the police will not be pursuing the matter further after a whip around 
produced $60 00 to pay for them. But will South Melbourne request this footage? We sure 
as hell hope they do. 


The club photocopied photo identification of each person who purchased a bus ticket ta 
Sydney. Lets spell @t out for them - VIEW THE FOOTAGE and IDENTIFY those responsible. 
Couldn't be simpler really. 


surely South Melbourne SC must take some responsibility for the conduct of these fans. 
The trip was organised by the club, and we believe a certain committee member was on one 
of the buses, yet he remained silent. This is disgraceful. What is clear is that the club are not 
doing enough. We are aware that daughters of people who are involved with the club know 
from where the trouble ts coming. South Melbourne need to look no further than their own 
backyard. (After the finals match against the Knights at ihe BJS, a committee members 
daughter ran onto the field to embrace the South players. She was apprehended by 
security.) 


Upon returning to the Bob Jane Stadium we saw a certain female passenger give back a 
flare to a young lad which she had confiscated earlier. Another flare was also found thrown 
out near a BP after police had arrived. 


In light of the past events you would have thought that fans would be searched for flares, 

and a club official address them before leaving the Bob Jane Stadium to Parramatta. 
WRONG! SOUTH MELBOURNE GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER. TAKE SOME ACTION. 
WE ARE FED UP. 
(What we also found to be a complete joke, was President George Vasilonoulos stating on 
Greek Radio that he wanted Sydney Clympic supporters to come down to Parramatta and 
support Souths. Some of these same Sydney Olympic supporters who attended the game 
ended up being at the centre of the ruck] 


NB: Studs Up made some eany enquines to Chns' Coaches to hear tneir views of the 
situation. We were fold we would get a call back. We didn'l. Oh yeah...by the way Chris’ 
Coaches is a Lakers sponsor. 

Coverup? Nahh. After ail, the Socceroos (for the Superstars Senes) are being ferned 
around in a Chris’ coach..... 


“ar 


Did that REALLY happen? 


APRIL 

11 - Gippsland & Canberra get a repneve for next seasons A-League. 

12 - Mark Bosnich storms out of the Aston Villa dressing room afier being advised he would 
be starting on the bench. He is later fined two weeks wages by manager Brian Little 
Newcastle and Liverpool will monitor developments closely... 

14 - SA Premier League club Croydon Kings await the arrival of former Polish professional 
Jacek Grembocki from Venezuelan club Carakas. 

16 - Melbourne Knights coach lan Dobson knocks back the club's offer of a full-time 
coaching position for the '97-98 season but proposes a coaching structure that would 
delegate responsibilities to an assistant and a development officer allowing him to work as a 
part-time coach 

18 - Peter Tsolakis is appointed coach of Heidelberg. 

20 - Speaking live on Adelaide radio, Glasgow Rangers Socceroo Craig Moore reveals that 
Terry Venables has yet to speak to him after he missed his connecting flight to travel with 
the Socceroos to Macedonia, through no fault of his own. With only one flight out of London 
he would have had to wait 24 hours and then only arrive the evening before the game. 

This is all despite making an attempt to contact Venables about the situation just after 

it happened. 

22 - UTS Olympic appoint former coach Geoff Harcombe to the position again for a two 
year period, John Kosmina tips Brisbane for the championship. Marconi's Dominic Longo 
is fined $5,000 by the Ericsson Cup disciplinary tribunal following his recent red cards. 

This follows the $5,000 fine he has already copped from the club! 

28 - Sharks defender Con Kokkinoplitis Is voted as the club's player of the year ahead of 
Ross Aloisi, Branko Milosevic and Hamilton Thorpe. 





MAY 

3 - Teny Venables denies he is interested in taking over as manager of Glasgow Ceitic. 

4 - Ernie Tapai scores on debut for Altona Magic but is upstaged by Sash Becvinovski who 
scores four in the 7-2 mauling of Fawkner. Carlton announces the signings of Con 
Anthopoulos (ex-South Melbourne) and Marcus Stergiopoulos (Gippsiand). 

6 - Melbourne Knights announce that Ken Worden will be the full-time manager-coach next 
season, with Alan Davidson providing assitance in the senior and youth areas. Worden 
coached the Knights (nee Croatia) to the qrand final in 1990/91, where they were beaten 
on penalties by South Melbourne. 

7 - Ad City confirm that UTS Olympie’s Kris Trajanovski has sianed for next season. 

8 - Canberra Cosmos sack coach Mike Lyons and Marconi also decide to not reappoint 
Manfred Schaefer Zoran Matic hots up as the favourite for the Marconi job. Norman Tome 
signs for Wollongong for next season. 

10 - SocAus officially announces the departure of Steve Speziale as Communications 
Manager, by our reckoning aboul four days after he leff..... 

11 - Robbie Slater is named Southampton's player of the year. 

12 -John Elliott announces the appointment of Jack Reilly as chairman of the Carlton 
soccer Club at "a luncheon attended by over 100 of Australia's leading businessmen and 
soccer personalities." Guest speaker at the function is Johnny Warren. Newcastle 
Breakers midfielder, Scott Thomas signs a 2 year contract with Ad City. 

Adelaide City's Brad Hassell will be trialling with various English clubs in hope of being 
offered a pro contract 





15 - Cariton signs ex Collingberg/Sth Melb 'keeper Dean Anastastadis, and hopes lo sign 
his brother John who will be returning from Greece shortly 

17 - Paul Agostino (Bristol City) signs a three year contract with German first division club 
1860 Munich. A chance for some UEFA Cup action next season perhaps? Mark 
Schwarzer rules himself out of (Socceroo) action until November after breaking tis fibula for 
the second time. Con Boutsianis, currently with Bentleiah Greens, will be required to 
attend a VSF tribunal hearing after being sent off against Springvale White Eagles a couple 
of weeks ago. 

49 - Stan Lazaridis and Chris Coyne return from West Ham and hoid 2 press conference at 
Observation City Hotel in Perth. Anyone know how it went? Ray McCiuscey conmmerices 
duties as Gippsland Falcons’ new General Manager. Ray was Administration and 
Marketing manager of the Morwell Falcons during a previous spell at the club. 

20 - Due to the upcoming internationa/WYC/Nintendo programme, SocAus decides that a 
replay of the Ericsson Cup grand final is impractical, and announces that a shoot-out will 
decide the title if sudden death fails to produce a winner. 

?1 - Terry Venables arrives at Sam to a modest reception in the Piano Bar at Sydney 
Airport, But he manages to fire off a warning... “These two (Ninfenda) games are not 
friendlies. | never believe in friendlies and we will not be trealing any game with a false 
sense of security. This is World Cup preparation." |n other news. Gippsiand's 96/97 
Player of the Year Jim Kourtis re-signs with Gippsland Falcons for next season. 

Ken Murphy resigns as coach of Port Melbourne, with reserves coach Bill Lambropoulos 
taking over in a caretaker capacity. 

22 - The list of 'unavailables' for the Nintendo Series grows with Schwarzer (leg), Okon 
(knee) and Horvat (best man, see Zelic) being added to the list which already contains Zelic 
(wedding), Muscat (play-offs), Viduka, Popovic & Arnold (club commitments) and Moore 
(missed the plane again?). Viduka is also reportedly being linked to Arsenal in a 37.4 
million deal, 

26 - The finest day in Australian club soccer history...... 

27 - lan Dobson is appointed coach of Altona Magic, whom he led to the Vic Premier 
Leaque title prior to joining Melbourne Hrvatska. Kevin Muscat helps Crystal Palace into 
the Premier i with a 1-0 win over Sheffield United 


Optus Fair Play Cup - Progressive points table after Round 26 
We thought we may as well print the following table (supplied by SocAus) as it is 
unlikely to be printed anywhere else. Besides, it makes for interesting reading.... 


No No. TotalNo. Total Avge. 
YiC RG ofplayers cards 


Perth Glory 36 6 15 4? 16 

Adelaide City 42 4 15 43 1.65 
Bnsbane Strikers 40 3 7 A3 1.65 
Wollongong City 41 3 18 44 1,69 
South Melbourne 40 4 14 44 1.69 
Newcastle Breakers 45 2 15 47 1.3 

Collingwood Warriors 43 3 7 45 1.84 
Marconi Fairfield 43 a 16 49 1.88 
Melbourne Knights 49 a 16 52 2.00 
UTS Olympic 49 2 20 a1 2.04 
Sydney United v2 ] 19 57 2.19 
West Adelaide 60 i] 16 61 2.34 
Gippsland Falcons 64 5 20 69 2,65 
Canberra Casmos 66 4 19 70 269 








Get the Book out! 


Well, we could have filled a whole two pages as a result of the finals violence but 
we'll give that topic a rest - for now... 


Red card to the organisers of the Nintendo series for their choice of curtain-raiser, 
And we can't 90 better than quote from the SocAus media release for this one. 

"Olympic Park will also offer. a spinted curtain-raiser. Victonan Premier Jeff Kennett will 
be fieiding a Premier's x! against Deputy Commissioner Graeme Sinclair's Victonan Police 
side." Tothe pub. .... 

We can think of at least THIRTY preferable entrees but we'll stick with three. 

1. Awomens match, Doesn't matter what level. It's goita be better on the optic nerves 
than DCGS's VP side. That's not being sexist, either, Fact is. a decent standard womens 
tearn would give ‘em a fair run. We've seen the commish’s mob before (at Geelong). 
They're not great... 

? Anamateur cup final) We remember the VSF scheduling one ahead of a Dockerty Cup 
final a couple of years ago and the players were absolutely stoked. They put on a ripper 
game as well (3-3 for memory) and the support act finished up far more entertaining than 
the headliners, |t may not always turn out that way, but amateurs deserve their occasiona! 
stint in the spotlight. 

3, Aseries of 20 minute 7-a-side exhibition games. A sort of lightning premiership, if you 
like. The concept has taken off like wildfire in other codes, so why not try it? Imagine the 
amount of end-to-end action! 


Yellow card to Peter Kogoy who ran a story (picked up by other newspapers, naturally) 
about Mark Bosnich being the new Socceroo captain. When Venables was quizzed on the 
appointment he suggested that Tobin would continue to captain the ‘locals' while Vidmar 
would do likewise with the Euroroos. So where did the story come from? 

"Not me" said Mr 100%. 


Yellow card to Soccer Australia magazine (sorry, chaps!) for their continued use of 
international stars on the cover of the mag. Yeah, we know, it helps bcost circulation 

But ina World Cup qualifying year our national players deserve all the exposure they can 
get And if you want something that will stand out, perhaps a suggestion from a SU 
subscriber could be considered. He reckons that story on Steve VWaugh - complete with 
photo of Steve in a Socceroo shirt - was worthy of the cover. 


Yellow card to the organisers of the pre-match entertainment at Parramatta Stadium for 
the Preliminary final One of the singers (trying to whip up the crowd) screamed "Are there 
any Croatians in the crowed" 


Yellow card to Kresimir Marusic for whingeing after Sydney United's aggregate defeat to 
the Strikers in the major semi-final thal Bnsbane didn't deserve to be in (let alone host) the 
grand final. His unsportsmantike behaviour smacked of saur grapes and only served to give 
the Strikers greater incentive la win the big one. 


Yellow card to SBS for their lack of enthusiasm and reporting on the "Superstars of 
soccer Series”. Just because SBS are sour that Channel 9 have the rights to the series, it 
doesn't give SBS the right to spil the dummy and deny the fans a full rundown of the lead- 
up to the matches. 


And of course it goes without saying thal there's Yellow cards to the VSF for their 
handling of on/off-field violence in various divisions, and a Red card to certain South 
Melbourne administrators. Whoops, we said we were gonna give that a rest for now... 





BULLETIN - BOARD 


Gippsland Falcons in Review - 1 





007 Productions have issued an excellent record of the Gippsland Zt 96/97 
season which is available for the very reasonable price of $5 which includes p&p. 
For your dosh you get a 32 page (A5 size) account of the Falcons’ year including full 
line-ups, stacks of quotes and profiles, the odd interview and just about everything 
else you need to know about Victoria's number one provincial club. 
Cheques should be made out to ‘007 Productions’. Highly recommended!!! 


The Farr Post - Issue 9 now available. 
Queensland's greatest football fanzine continues to break new ground and the latest 
issue is no exception. It is the ‘Special Grand Final Issue’ and features an interview 
with Brisbane Lions (no, not the AFL club) President, Gary Wilkins as well as all the 
usual goss on the XXXX Leaque. 
Twelve month subscriptions available for $25 payable to Sports Print. PO Box 468, 
Bulimba, QLD 4171 


'Studs Up' Back Issues are available 
There are a number of back issues of Studs Up available to interested subscribers. 
Just let us know which issues are required and we'll happily include them with your 
next issues of SU. The issues available are listed below, but if the demand is 
sufficient we ate prepated to re-print other issues. Mail to the usual address. 
issues available: ?, 4,8, 11, 12, 13,14,15 More will follow in the coming months.... 


Net heads please ncte.... 

World Cup ‘98 organisers have launched the official Internet Web Site at: 
www.france98.com. || has about 500 pages of info (in French and English) and can 
handle about 750,000 users an hour. 

AND Srsbane Strikers now have a web site put together by Bonita Matijevic which can be 
found at www.brisbanestrikers.com 


Shirts in demand (if they’re free!) 
Just to give you an idea of the variety of correspondence some clubs receive, the following 
e-mail was delivered to the Sth Melb Lakers site.... 

Hallo, My name is Zialko Fujic and | beg your pardon fro my nasty english. | ama 20 
years boy of Ex- Yugoslavia and | am quest of an Italian family. | am a great football fan 
but for a permanent impairment | am not allowed to attend this beautiful sport. From six 
years | began lo collec! football jersey of football team and | hope to break the record. | 

have already 36 jersey | ask you if you can send me one jersey of your team, obviously | 
take all transport charges upon myself. Relying on your kindness, | thank you sincerely 
and | show you my address in /taly: 
Morelli Gianni, Via Otello Putinati, 81, 44700 FERRARA, ITALY 











Look out for.... 


JUNE 

3 - Young Socceroos v Sarawak (in Malaysia, naturally) 

4 - Superstars of Soccer Game 2: Australia Green v Australia Gold 

Parramatta Stadium, Sydney 

4 - New Zealand All Whites (Full world cup squad) take on Jupiters Gold Coasi Gamblers 
at Carrarra Stadium, Kick off 7:30. 

7 - Melboume Knights take on Henan as part of their Chinese tour. 

8 - Huge night of World Cup qualifiers take place in all parts of the world, including: 
Hungary v Norway, Angola v Cameroon, Yugoslavia v Slovakia, El Salvador v Mexico, 
Egypt v Tunisia, Morocco v Ghana, Uruguay v Colombia, Russia v Israel, need we go on? 
9-7 Young Socceroos in a final warm-up match? 


41 - Oceania World Cup Qualifiers (Group 1) begin at Parramatta Stadium 
11 - Oz v Solomon Is. 43 -Tahitiv Solomon ls. 15 -Ozv Tahiti 
17 -Oz v Solomon Is. 49-Solomon Is v Tahiti 21 - Oz v Tahiti 


416 - World Youth Cup kicks off in Malaysia 
Group A - Malaysia, Morocco, Uruguay, Belgium 
Group B - South Korea, South Africa, France, Brazil 
Group C - Ghana, Ireland, China, USA 

Group D - Japan, Spain, Costa Rica, Paraguay 
Group E - Hungary, Argentina, Australia, Canada 
Group F - Mexico, UAE, Ivory Coast, England 


29 - 1st leg of the Australia / New Zealand play-off? 


JULY 

5 - World Youth Cup Final 

6 - 2nd Jeg of the Australia / New Zealand play-off? 

43 - All Asian World Cup Qualifying Group qualifying matches due for completion. 


SEPTEMBER 

4-21 - World U-17 Championships in Egypt - not that we have to worry about that! 
Group A (in Cairo) - Egypt, Thailand, Chile, Germany 

Group B (in ismailyah) - New Zealand, Mali, Mexico, Spain 

Group C (in Alexandria) - Oman, USA, Austria, Brazil 

Group D (in Port Said) - Argentina, Ghana, Costa Rica, Bahrain 


BULLETIN BOARD EXTRA 


We've had a few enquiries about collectors cards (Futura, Scanlans, Superstars etc) 
so if anybody has gaps in their collection can they let us know which ones they need 
and we'll run a piece in BB next month. 


And finally, keep telling people about SU. Or better still, buy ‘em a subscription 
for their birthday, anniversary, bar mitzvah... See ya next month. 


